550                                  ANALYSIS   OF

who became the first fruits; and it raged at Rome during the
Consulate of C. L&canins and AL Licinhis, A.D. 64 and A.D.

65, according to Tacitus. Nero falsely accusing the Christians,
and transferring to them the pitllic odium> ibr having set fire
himself to Rome. " At first they \rere apprehended who con-
fessed themselves Christians ; and then, by their information, a
vast multitude; who were convicted, not so much for being
incendiaries, as for their hatred of the human race*. Cruel
mockeries were annexed to their executions: insomuch, that
they were clad in the skins of wild beasts, and torn to pieces by
dogs, or they were crucified., or they were covered with com-
bustibles, and set fire to, when day-light failed, to serve as
torches^ by night, in Nero's gardens; which he had offered for
the spectacle during the Circensian games, dressed himself as
a coachman, and mixed with the populace. So that " notwith-
standing the wickedness of the sufferers, deserving the severest
punishments, (says Tacit us J) public commiseration was excited,
as if they were destroyed, not so much for the common weal, as
to glut the cruelty of an individual? Annal. XV. 44.

The Roman historians, indeed, were greatly prej udiced against
Christianity, Tacitus calls it in this place, " a pernicious
superstition;" said Suetonius, "aw<??r, pernicious, or may teal
superstition." This persecution was not confined to Home, but
raged also in the provinces, as we learn from the following in-
scription to the Emperor Nero, found in the ruins of the village

And the inscription found in the pi evince of Lusitania, (noticed In the text,) might have
originated fiom Peter*s martyrdom, arid the subsequent peisecution of the Christians
theie.

* Brutier ingeniously conjectmes, that the Christians might have been killed by the
Pagans, as misanthropes, or "haters of mankind," 1. From OUR LORD'S figuialive
declaration, understood hteially, S( Whosoever couieth to ME, and hatetli not his father
and mother, and wife and children, and bt others and sisters, yea? and \\isotvn life also,
cannot be my disciple," Luke xiv. 20. And 2. from the unaccommodating genius, and
exclusive depot trnent of Christianity towauls the idolatry and poly theism of the heathens ;
devoting the wilful worshippeis of false gods, everywhere, who should not repent and
forsake them, and turn to THE TRiiE GOD and Jnsus CHRIST, lofuture judgment, and
eta rial damnation, in the flames of hell. A doctrine inculcated in Paul's Epistles to the
Romans and Cot tnthians. Sec JBroiier's DLs&eitation. Tacit. Vol. II. p. 494.

f Juvenal mentions this horiid spectacle as the punishment of offending- Tigt>Uinu$9
the favourite fieedman of New :

Pone Tigettimun, tedd lucebis in ilia,

(iua, siantes ardent, qui fixo guttuie fuuiaut.    SAT. 1.1559